Audit Observations in the External Audit of 2024-25



Sr. Observation Clarification Provided by the PIU Agri

No

1. | Absence of | Bid participation was restricted exclusively to manufacturers. To ascertain
Manufacturer’s the manufacturing capacity of bidders, a specific eligibility clause was
Authorization incorporated in the bid document, requiring bidders to have manufactured
Certificate: and sold at least 50,000 units of cotton-picking bags and/or cotton storage

bags of the same or higher capacity in at least one financial year from 01
April 2020 up to the last date of bid submission. Further, bidders were
mandated to submit a certificate from a Chartered Accountant, with a valid
UDIN, certifying the quantity of similar goods manufactured and sold. With
reference to the audit observation that a Chartered Accountant cannot
ascertain a bidder’s legal status as a manufacturer, it is submitted that there
is no provision under the Chartered Accountants Act, 1949, that restricts a
qualified Chartered Accountant from issuing such certification. The
participating bidders duly submitted CA certificates certifying the number of
goods manufactured and sold, which were based on verifiable financial and
inventory records accessible to the CA. The authenticity of these certificates
was independently validated through the UDIN system and was accordingly
accepted for evaluation.

In conclusion, as participation was limited solely to manufacturers (and not
dealers or agents), and as the experience details certified by Chartered
Accountants provided reasonable assurance of the bidders’ eligibility, the
audit observation may kindly be dropped.




Sr. Observation Clarification Provided by the PIU Agri
No
2. | Missing Transit | It is evident that the contractor has failed to obtain transit insurance, despite

Insurance Certificate

the same being a mandatory contractual requirement. Accordingly, the
Project has decided to levy and recover a penalty for non-compliance with
contractual obligations. The recoverable amount shall be adjusted against
pending payments or recovered from the Performance Security, as deemed
appropriate.




Sr.
No

Observation

Clarification Provided by the PIU Agri

Unendorsed Technical Specifications by
Agricultural or technical Authorities

The determination of technical specifications rests with the Tender Inviting Authority; however,
such determination must be based on objective criteria and cannot be arbitrary. In the present
case, the technical specifications were finalized after due consideration of multiple relevant factors,
including experience from previous procurements undertaken at the DIU level, technical guidance
received from ICAR—-CICR, a reputed Central Government institute specializing in cotton, and the
relevant work order issued by CICR. All these inputs were duly evaluated, and the specifications
were finalized following appropriate due diligence. In view of the above, the audit observation may
kindly be dropped.

Deviation in Technical specification supplied
cotton Picking bag and lack of Expert
Guidance

PIU communicated with ICAR—CIRCOT on 13.06.2025 seeking guidance on cost difference
compensation due to deviation in technical specifications of supplied material.
ICAR—CIRCOT, vide reply dated 27.06.2025, confirmed deviation in fabric GSM and recommended
cost adjustment of 15-20% per cotton-picking bag. Laboratory test results indicated fabric GSM in
the range of 160.2-172.6 GSM, against the contractual requirement of 200—250 GSM
Field Performance Assessment
Despite GSM deviation, field usage and consignee feedback confirmed that:

1. Bags were successfully used for cotton picking,

2. No operational failure or major functional deficiency was reported, and

3. Farmers were able to safely collect quality cotton under normal field conditions
This indicates that the reduced GSM did not result in loss of functional utility, attributable to
acceptable fabric construction and seam integrity
Action Taken / Compliance Measures
Supplier was directed to lift and remove 18,000 cotton-picking bags supplied to Akola, Wardha, and
Amravati districts
Removal to be carried out entirely at the supplier’s cost and responsibility
Based on ICAR—-CIRCOT’s recommendation, a uniform deduction of 17.5% per bag was applied at
the time of payment in affected districts to compensate for GSM deviation.




Sr.
No

Observation

Clarification Provided by the PIU Agri

Lack of evidence for sample submission

As stipulated in the RFB, participating bidders were required to submit samples to the Tender Inviting Authority,
which were duly received and physically examined. The test reports submitted along with the samples were also
reviewed, and all relevant observations were duly recorded in the Minutes of Meeting and the Technical Bid
Evaluation Report. The evaluation duly considered the sample-related aspects as part of the technical assessment. In
order to ensure transparency, fairness, and the integrity of the procurement process, the said documents were
made available to all participants on the e-procurement portal.

Non Compliance with sample testing requirements

The tender stipulated a mandatory technical requirement that a sample test certificate, covering all prescribed
parameters, be issued by a Government-approved laboratory. The laboratory concerned is a duly recognized
Government laboratory, and documentary evidence of its approval/recognition has been submitted herewith for the
Auditor’s verification. The Procurement Committee/Competent Authority examined the test certificates submitted
by the supplier and found them to be fully compliant with the tender requirements. In view of the above, the audit
observation may kindly be dropped.

Suspicious Uniformity of Lab Testing across Bidders

The RFB explicitly required bidders to submit test reports issued by Government-approved laboratories, while the
selection of the laboratory was left to the discretion of the bidders. The Tender Inviting Authority cannot restrict
bidders to a specific laboratory nor interfere with their independent choice of testing facilities. Compliance was
assessed strictly against the tender condition mandating submission of valid test certificates from Government-
approved laboratories, which was duly examined by the evaluation committee. Mandating or insisting upon a
particular laboratory would be inconsistent with the principles of transparency, fairness, and non-discrimination
governing public procurement.

Furthermore, Government-approved laboratories are required to operate in accordance with prescribed standards
and regulatory norms. Accordingly, no adverse inference can be drawn solely on the basis that test reports were
issued by a common laboratory, as issuance of such reports constitutes the legitimate and regulated function of
these laboratories, irrespective of the end use of the reports.

Unsound rate setting Methodology

District-level rate contracts were systematically examined and formally endorsed by the Commissioner’s Office,
thereby validating the rate analysis at the level of the highest competent authority. Although inter-district variations
in specifications were duly considered, the uniformity in core functional utility warranted adoption of a weighted
average method as the most reliable and market-representative approach. The per-bag rate was determined
through a transparent, duly authorized, and well-documented process, rendering the methodology objective and
defensible. Accordingly, the audit observation regarding the alleged unreliability of the rates is not tenable.




STATE GF MAHARASHTRA AGRI-BUSINESS AND RURAL TRANSFORMATION PROIECT{SMART)
Project Implementation Unit- Agriculture
Krishi Bhavan, 6% Floor, DTC Centre, Vakil Nagar, Erandvane Pune
E-mail- smart.pivagri@gmail.com

The table below summarizes the compliances and clarifications furnished in response to the observations raised i

Statement of Compliance / Clarifications on Statutory Audit Report FY 2024-25

pertaining to procurement aspects.

n the Statutory Audit Report

Sr.No

Audit Para

Compliance / Clarifications Submitted

1

Payment has been made to Sunny Travels for vehicle hiring on a rental
basis the Contract Will initial for the period of one year which may be
extendable further on rendering satisfactory Servicers without changing
existing agreed norms.

1. Corrigendum No 1 Contract Period shall be 01.05.2023 to 31.10.2024
Date: 30-04-2024

2. Corrigendum No 2 Contract Period shall be 01.05.2023 to 30.04.2025
Date; 11-10-2024

3. An extension clause up to October 2025 was provided based on
satisfactory performance, as per the corrigendum issued,

However, the original agreement does not clearly specify the exact
duration and terms of such extension, resulting in ambiguity in
contractual obligations.

As per the relevant contract clause, the initial contract
period is for one year, with extensions granted based on
project requirements and the satisfactory performance of
the service provider.

Any extensions provided to the service provider were
granted only after abtaining the approval of the competent
authority,

It was observed that payment was made to LKS & Co. for accounting-
refated services as per the agreement peried from 11/03/2024 to
10/03/2025 but following irregularities are noticed.

1 LKS & Co.

Corrigendum has been issued within timeline and with prior
approval from the Competent Authority

Corrigendum was properly integrated in the tender
document. Participated bidders has submitted this

Sr. No Name of Bidders
K ) md’-.a'\ﬁﬂ"f_ L
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2 Mantri & Parik Chartered Accountant
3 G N Mantri & Associates Pune
Eligibly Criteria
a) The CA firm shouid have registered with {CAl & should have at least
minimum Two partners & out of which one should be FCA partner.
b} Should have average annual turnover of at least Rs. 10 Lakhs during 3
financial years 2020-21, 2021-22 and 2022-23 based on audited {inancial
statements.,
¢} CA Firm should have successfully completed at least one similar
assignment in the World Bank funded government project & costing of
assignment is not less than Rs. 3 _akhs.
d) CA Firm shoutd be registered under Goods and Services tax Act, 2017
e) CA firm has not been found guilty and has not heen blacklisted or
debarred by any State Government or Central Government Department/
Union Territory/ Local Authority/Central and State Government
Undertaking or Government Organizations as on the date of submission

of quotation.

Corrigendum No 1issued on 15-02-2024
CA FEirm Should Have experience of Audit / Taxation /tally of any

government organisation, public sector units, local body, private limited
companies registered under company act, partnership formed

under partnership firm formed under partnership Act
But the eligibility criteria for selection of CA firm were significantly altered

through Corrigendum No. 1 dated 15-02-2024, wherein the requirement
of having prior experience in World Bank funded projects was diluted to
general audit/taxation experience of government organisations, PSUs,
local bedies, or private companies. No justification was recorded for such
a drastic change, and the corrigendum was not properly integrated into

corrigendum along with their bids hence it can be perceived
that the bidders had no ambiguity and interpretation issues
while submitting their bids.




the main tender document, which may lead to ambiguity and
interpretation issues.

It was observed that payment has been made to Atharav Enterprises
towards water jar expenses. However, the procurement file along with
supporting documents was not made available for audit verification. In
the absence of requisite records, the authenticity and propriety of the
expenditure could not be ascertained.

Supporting document / orders will be provided.

Payment has been made to S. K. Enterprises for the design, printing, and
delivery of 1,000 training booklets. According to the supply order, delivery
was required at the Pil within 21 days of the work order dated 11 October
2024, with a deadline of 1 November 2024. However, the delivery memao
indicates that the booklets were actually delivered on 19 November 2024,
reflecting a delay of 18 days. Under Clause 2(b) of the work order, a
penalty of 0.5% per week, amounting to %1,121, should have been levied
but was not deducted by the unit. Additionally, the delivery memo lacks
the receiver’s signature.

Details of Payment are as follows:

Date of Name of Bill No. Bill Date Amount
Payment the Party
16.12.2024 | S.K. 230 19.11.2024 | 89680/-

Enterprises

As per the instructions of the then Head, Project
Implementation Unit — Agriculture, necessary corrections to
the training manual were carried out by the Consultant, Risk
Mitigation Cell, prior to final printing.

The supplier was duly informed of the corrections through
WhatsApp communications, and a review meeting was held
on 14th November 2024 to confirm the revisions. The text
was finalized on 18th November 2024 and the supplier
delivered the corrected manuals on 19th November 2024.
Supporting evidence in the form of WhatsApp
communication screenshots with the supplier is enclosed as
Annexure [,

Now, Delivery Memo has the signatures of the Receiver

It was observed that a National Open Competitive Procurement process
was followed for the supply of cotton-picking and cotton-storage bags
under the Cotton VCDS programme. However, several discrepancies were
subsequently identified. Supply order dated 11-10-2024

Item Name  of | Quantity Rate Amount
Party inclusive
GST
Picking Bags | Prakash 42000 273 11486000
Agro Plast,

Absence of Manufacturer’s Authorization Certificate: The
bid participation was mandatorily for Manufacturers.
However, to ascertain bidders manufacturing capacity the
following clause was detailed in the bid document
“The Bidder should have manufactured and sold at least
total 50000 (Fifty Thousand) units of cotton-picking bag and
cotton storage bag (either or both) of same or higher
capacity for which this bid is invited in at least one financial

x%’? dunashan ..

@

year since April 01, 2020 till last date of Bid Submission.




Malegaon,
Nashik
Storage Maa 23800 1029 24490200
Bags Bhagwati
Biotech and
Chemicals,
Wardha
1 Bidder’ details
Sr. No | Name of the Party Evaluation Remark
1 Prakash Agro Plast, Malegaon Qualified
2 Maa Bhagwati Biotech & Chemicais Qualified
3 Krishi Enterprises Disqualified
4 Om Agro Organic Disqualified
5 SSR Enferprises Disqualified

1. Absence of Manufacturer’s Authorization Certificate The bidder was
qualified based on a Chartered Accountant’s certificate indicating they
manufactured and sold simifar goods per audited financial statements.
However, a CA cannot attest to the bidder's legal status as a
manufacturer. A valid Manufacturer’s Authorization Certificate should be
obtained to substantiate manufacturer status.

2. Missing Transit Insurance Certificate As per the Contract Agreement
(GCC Clause 13.1), the supplier was required to submit insurance coverage
for transit risks before the goods arrived. However, as of 14 July 2025, no
such certificate has been submitted.

3. Technical Specification Approval Lacking Expert Guidance The
tendering authority did not consult Agriculture University or ICAR while
defining the technical specifications for the bags. This omission became
evident when the supplied cotton-picking bags were found to have GSM
values ranging from 160.3 to 172.6, below the contract-specified range of
200-250. As per the PIU’s letter dated 13 June 2025, ICAR CIRCOT
confirmed that yarn quality—which was not specified in the tender—is

Bidder must submit the certificate about the manufactured
and sold of similar goods {cotton picking bag & cotton
storage bag) from Chartered Accountant with UDIN
number.”

2. Missing Transit insurance Certificate: Since the supplier has
failed to comply with the contractual obligations, a penalty
will be levied, either during payment processing or by
deduction from the security,
applicable.

3. Technical Specification Approval Lacking Expert Guidance:

Empirical basis of the specifications used

Prior to tendering, the PIU collected and reviewed the actual
technical specifications and procurement practices used by district
units across all 12 project districts for the years 2021-22 to 2023-24.
These district-level specifications {used in previous procurements)

performance wherever

formed the primary empirical basis for drafting the tender technical
specification.

In other words, the specifications put into the present tender were
not arbitrary but reflected the field-tested specifications already
adopted by district functionaries over multiple procurement cycles.

Consultation with ICAR institutes and technical route followed
The PIU contacted ICAR—CICR for technical guidance. ICAR-CICR
advised PIU to consult ICAR-CIRCOT for further inputs. The PIU
subsequently forwarded the certificate issued by CICR to one of the
manufacturers of cotton storage bags and picking bags to CIRCOT
informally. (Copy enclosed — Annexure-f}.

The PIU also had an informal telephonic discussion with the Head

{PIV) and the Director of ICAR—CIRCOT during which CIRCOT




crucial to achieving the required GSM and recommended a 15-20%
deduction per bag. This indicates that ICAR CIRCOT did not formally
finalize the technical specifications.

4. Incomplete Conflict-of-Interest Documentation Under World Bank
procurement regulations, conflicts of interest between bidders must be
promptly disclosed and supported with verifiable evidence {e.g., emails or
postal receipts) in addition to affidavits. Although affidavits were
submitted for the Maa Bhagwati and Prakash Agro Plast case (FY 2022—
23, 86,802 units supplied), no supporting evidence such as email
exchanges or postal receipts was on record, making the declarations
insufficient,

5. Lack of Evidence for Required Sample Submission Tender documents
mandated submission of three samples each of cotton-picking and
storage bags within three working days of the technical bid opening—or
the bid would be rejected. No record or evidence of compliance with this
requirement was found.

6. Non-compliance with Sample Testing Requirements A mandatory
technical requirement stipulated that a sample test certificate—covering
all specified parameters—should be issued by a government-approved
laboratory. This requirement was ignored, allowing bidders to submit test
reports from a private lab (Superintendence Company of [ndia Pvt. Ltd,,
dated 23 September 2024), which:

* Is not NABL-accredited (no NABL stamp).

* Has a head office not authorized to test textile materials,
According to NABL accreditation standards under ISO/IEC 17025,
only labs with demonstrated technical competence for textile
testing are acceptable. Therefore, both bidders failed to meet the
technical qualification criteria but were stll qualified by the
procurement authority.

7. Incomplete Procurement Committee Signatures
The procurement notes sheet bears signatures of oniy four committee
members. The signature of the required Technical Officer s missing,
indicating non-compliance with procedural norms.

acknowledged that the CICR/CIRCOT specifications in circulation
could be used as a practical reference for field-level procurement.
These communications show the PIU sought and followed ICAR-
related technical inputs rather than ignoring them.

The specification adopted for the tender was therefore based on: (a)
repeated district practice {2021-22 to 2023-24), and {b} reference
to ICAR institution-issued specifications/certificates and informal
confirmation from CIRCOT. Hence the choice of specification had
both empirical (field) and institutional hacking.

Field performance and functional testing evidence

Laboratory analysis showed measured fabric GSM in the range of
approximately 160.2-172.6 GSM against the contract range of 200—
250 GSM. Despite the GSM deviation, field use and feadback
confirm that the bags achieved their principal function, farmers
were able to pick cotton safely and collect quality cotton; no
operational failure or significant functional deficiency was reported

from the consignees who used the bags under normal field
conditions. This demonstrates that a lower GSM in this instance did
not translate into loss of functional utility in the field, owing to
acceptable fabric construction and seam integrity.

Action Taken: The supplier has been directed to lift and remove
18,000 cotton-picking bags supplied to Akola, Ward ha, and Amravati
cansignees, entirely at his own cast and responsibility.

Based on ICAR-CIRCOT’s recommendations, a uniform deduction of
17.5% per bag has been applied at the time of payment in the
affected districts, to account for the deviation from prescribed GSM
specifications.




8. Suspicious Uniformity of Testing Lab Across Different Bidders Both
qualified bidders, though located in different regions, submitied test
reports from the same private lab in Mumbai {Superintendence Company
of India Pvt. Ltd.), raising concerns over impartiality—especially since the
lab Jacks textile testing authorization.
9. Unendorsed Technical Specifications by Agricultural or Technical
Authorities Cotton-picking and storage bag specifications were noi
finalized by Agriculture University or ICAR; instead, the tendering
authority relied on an experience letter from M/s Krushi Enterprises,
Nagpur, purportedly on behalf of ICAR—without formal approval from
ICAR.
10. Unsound Rate-Setting Methodology The per-bag rate was derived
from a Commissioner of Agriculture, Pune letter dated 3 January 2024
(Outward No. 3833}, using a weighted average from:
e District-level rate contracts over the past three years.
s  MSPCL rate contracts. However:
s District-level contracts differed in bag specifications, quantities,
and rates compared to the current tender.
e The rate comparison statement was unsigned by the
procurement committee members
e MSPCL specifications were lower and lacked size definitions.
Similarly, storage bag rate comparisons were based on district-
level contracts with non-comparable specifications. Hence, the
rate analysis methodology is inappropriate and unreliable.

« Quality analysis of the cotton-picking bags revealed GSM values in
the range of 160.2 to 170.1 G5M, as against the specified 200-250
GSM. However, despite this technical shorifall, the primary purpose
of the bags—to enable farmers to pick cottonin a clean and safe
mannar and to collect quality cotton was fully achieved. Farmers
have used the bags under actual field conditions, and no operational
difficulty or functional deficiency has been reported. Thus, whilte a
marginal technical deviation exists, it did not hinder the achievement
of the project objectives.

4. Incomplete Conflict of Interest Documentation: With
reference to the audit observation regarding incomplete
documentation, it is respectfully submitted that the concern
has been duly examined.

To examine the observed issue of potential Confiict of
Interest between M/s. Maa Bhagwati and M/s. Prakash Agro
Plast {FY 202223, 86,802 units supplied), both firms were
formally notified to provide additional clarifications
regarding their prior commercial transaction. In response,
each firm submitted duty signed written clarifications, which
have been placed on record. These documents confirm that
there existed no control, subsidy, or relationship amounting
to a conflict of interest under the provisions of the bidding
documents and World Bank procurement regulations.
Although supporting evidence such as email transimissions or
postal receipts was not enclosed at that time, the written
clarifications received directly from the parties’ form part of
the official procurement record. Accordingly, the
dedlarations stand substantiated, and the reguirement of
disclosure has been addressed.




Lack of Evidence for Required Sample Submission: The
required samples were duly received and physically
examined. Test reports submitted along with the samples
were also reviewed, and all related observations were
recorded in the Minutes of Meeting and the Technical Bid
Evaluation Report. These official documents have been
uploaded on the e-procurement portal and were accessible
to all participating bidders,

Non-compliance with Sample Testing Requirements: A
mandatory technical requirement stipulated that a sample
test certificate—covering all specified parameters—should
be issued by a government-approved lahoratory.
Procurement Committee / Authority had reviewed the test
certificates submitted by the supplier and found submitted
certificates in line with tender process requirement. For
review purpose the snapshot of lab’s official website and
issued test certificate by this lab is attached in Annexure I1.

incomplete Procurement Committee Signatures: The
signature of Technical Officer was missing due to an
inadvertent oversight and now it has been obtained to
regularize the record.

'S_uspicious Uniformity of Testing Lab Across Different

Bidders: Procurement autharities cannot restrict bidders to
use different labs or interfere with their independent
selection of testing facilities. Tender’s mandatory
requirement was submission of test certificate form
government approved lab and committee has evaluated
whether this requirement was followed by the participated
bidders in the tender.




9.

10.

Unendorsed Technical Specifications by Agricultural or

Technical Authorities: 1t is submitted that while preparing

the tender, the PIU collected and reviewed the technical

specifications already used by district units in

procurement processes across 12 districts during 2021-22

to 2023-24. These specifications were consistently

applied in previous tenders and successfully implemented

in the field, thereby establishing them as a practical and

field-tested benchmark.

In addition, PiU sought inputs from ICAR institutions.

Specifically, the Central Institute for Cotton Research

(CICR}, Nagpur was contacted, and CICR in turn guided PIU

to approach ICAR-CIRCOT, Mumbai, as the competent

authority for textile-refated matters. '
During informa! discussions with the Director, ICAR—
CIRCOT and the Head, PIU, it was confirmed that the

specifications already in use by the districts were broadly

cuitable and could be relied upon. These discussions,

though not in the form of a formal letter, provided

sufficient technical assurance to adopt the specifications.

The reference obtained via M/s Krushi Enterprises was

not treated as an exclusive authority but rather as

corroborative evidence, alongside field experience and

ICAR informal guidance.

Unsound Rate-Setting Methodology: All district-level rate
contracts were duly coltected, compiled, and reviewed by

the Commissioner's office before communicating the




methodology. Hence, the basis of rate analysis has already
been verified and endorsed at the highest competent
authority level,

Variations in specifications across districts were taken into
account; however, since the core functional utility of the
cotton-picking and storage bags remained uniform, the
weighted average method was determined to be the most
reliable and market-reflective approach.

The per-bag rate was derived through a transparent,
authorized process, reviewed and guided by the
competent authority. This ensures that the methodology
is fact-based and defensible. Therefore, the audit
observation regarding the “unreliability” of the rates is
respectfully considered not tenable,

Accordingly, clarifications have been provided, and corrective actions have been taken wherever applicable. In view of the above, it is requested that the
audit paras may kindly be considered as complied with and closed.
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WhatsApp communication screenshots with the supplier

Annexure I
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Section III - Evaluation and Qualification
Criteria

This Section contains the criteria that the Purchaser shall use to evaluate a Bid and qualify
the Bidders. No other factors, methods or criteria shall be used other than specified in this
bidding document.
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Most Advantageous Bid

The Purchaser shall use the criteria and methodologies listed in Section 2 and 3 below to determine
the Most Advantageous Bid. The Most Advantageous Bid is the Bid of the Bidder that meets the
qualification criteria and whose Bid has been determined to be:

(a) substantially responsive to the bidding document; and
(b) the lowest evaluated cost.
TECHNICAL PART

1. Qualification (ITB 32)

1.1 Qualification Criteria (ITB 32.1)

The Purchaser shall assess each Bid against the following Qualification Criteria. Requirements
not included in the text below shall not be used in the evaluation of the Bidder’s qualifications.

(a) The Bidder should be a manufacturer:
(i) Financial Capability

The Bidder shall furnish documentary evidence that it meets the following
financial requirement(s):

The bidders should have average annual sales turnover of INR 4
Crores in last three financial years i.e. FY20-21 ,FY 21-22 and FY 22-23 OR
FY 21-22 ,FY 22-23 and FY 23-24. Bidder must submit duly certified turnover
certificate from Chartered Accountant with UDIN number. The turnover
should be from audited financial statement. Turnover certificate without UDIN
shall be rejected.

(ii) Manufacturing Experience and Technical Capacity

For the items under the Contract that the bidder is a manufacturer,

the Bidder shall furnish documentary evidence to demonstrate that:

1. it has manufactured goods of similar nature and complexity for at
least 3 years, prior to the bid submission deadline; and

2. The Bidder should have manufactured and sold at least total 50000
(Fifty Thousand) units of cotton-picking bag and cotton storage bag
(either or both) of same or higher capacity for which this bid is
invited in at least one financial year since April 01, 2020 till last date
of Bid Submission. Bidder must submit the certificate about the
manufactured and sold of similar goods (cotton picking bag & cotton
storage bag) from Chartered Accountant with UDIN number. The
certificate should be based on the audited financial statement.
certificate without UDIN shall be rejected.

(iii)  Submission of Sample:



a. Three samples (3) each of cotton picking bag and cotton storage bag
as per the technical specification mentioned in the bid document
should be submitted to this office within three working days from
the date of technical bid opening. Otherwise the bid will be rejected.

b. It will be the responsibility of the bidder to get the said samples
tested in a government approved laboratory after the publication of
the bid and before the last date of bid submission.

c. At the time of technical bid submission, it is mandatory to submit a
certificate issued by government approved laboratory which
includes all the technical specifications mentioned in this document.

(iv)  The Bidder should not have been black listed, debarred or suspended on the
date of bid opening by any of the Government organization, the World Bank
Group.

(b) Ifthe Bidder is a Not manufacturer: - Not allowed

1.2 Documentary Evidence

1.3

The Bidder shall furnish following documentary evidence to demonstrate that it meets
the qualification requirement(s):

a)
b)

c)
d)

e)

)
k)

Bid Security Declaration

Power of attorney

Letter of Bid — Technical Part

Bidder Information Form

Firm registration certificate registered with the appropriate registration authority
under- company act / Proprietary firm / Partnership firm /private Ltd. / Limited
Company /Corporate body legally constituted / any other act etc.

GST registration certificate

GSTR 3 B of last 3 financial years i.e. 2020-21, 2021-22 & 2022-23

Turnover certificate issued by Chartered Accountant (with UDIN) for the FY20-
21, FY 21-22 and FY 22-23 OR FY 21-22, FY 22-23 and FY 23-24.

OR Reports on financial standing of the bidder such as profit and loss statements,
balance sheets and auditor’s report for the past three FY20-21, FY 21-22 and FY
22-23 OR FY 21-22, FY 22-23 and FY 23-24 (with UDIN).

Chartered Accountants certificate about manufactured and sold of similar goods
from April 01, 2020 till last date of Bid submission. (suggested Performa given
in Section V).

Bidders Affidavit on Rs.100/- Stamp paper (suggested Performa given in Section
IV).

government approved laboratory test report

Notwithstanding anything stated above, the purchaser reserves the right to assess the

Bidders capabilities and capacity to execute the contract satisfactorily before deciding
on award;
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8. Manufacturer’s Authorization
(NA)

Deleted
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9. CERTIFICATE ISSUED BY CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT FIRM FOR MANUFACTURING
CRITERIA
(on CA’s letter head)

TO WHOMSOEVER IT MAY CONCERN

This is to certify that M/s. (name of bidder) is having registered office at (detailed office address). The
(name of firm) has manufactured & sold cotton picking bag & cotton storage bag since 1 April 2020
till-  / /2024 (Mention last date of Bid submission.).The details are as under

Sr. Financial Year No. of Similar Items No. of Similar
No. manufactured Items sold
2020-21
2021-22
3 2022-23
4 01.04.2023 —-DD/MM/YYYY
(Mention last date of Bid Submission)

The above information/figures are true and authentic to the best of my knowledge and belief. I/we am/
are well aware of the fact that furnishing of any false information/fabricated document would lead to
rejection of bid or at any stage, besides liabilities towards prosecution under appropriate law.

Signature of the Chartered Accountant
Name of the Firm

Registration No.

Date:

Place:

(Seal of the Chartered Accountant)
Email id:

UDIN:

Note:

1. Certificate without UDIN shall be rejected.

2. Manufactured & sold of similar goods information from unaudited financial statement shall not
be considered

3. Information mentioned in UDIN document available on The Institute of Chartered Accountants
of India website and this certificate should be same. If there is any difference in such case
information available on Institute of Chartered Accountants of India website shall be
considered.



Hon. Balasaheb Thackeray Agribusiness and Rural Transformation

% .
- § (SMART) Project
Project Implementation Unit - Agriculture, Pune
L R, Downtown the City Centre (DTC) Mall, Above Relinnce Mall, Mhatre Bridge, Vakil Nagar,
: i Email: smart.piuagri@gmail.com

Erandwane, Pune - 411004., Pune Phone: 020-25656577

Outward No.: PIU-Agri/ CottonSB-PB-Tender / 1314 / 2025 Date: 30.06.2025

Meeting Proceeding
Review Meeting on Cotton Picking bags Tender process and pending payments of
suppliers.
Date: 30.06.2025
Time: 12.00-12.30 pm
Venue: PIU (Agriculture), Pune (Online)

A meeting on the contract settlement of cotton-picking bags and the pending payments
of suppliers was held on 30% june 2025 from 12:00 PM to 12:30 PM at the PIU
(Agriculture), Pune, in online mode. The meeting was attended by supplier
representative Shri. Nitesh Prakash Oswal from M/s. Prakash Agro Plast, Malegaon,
Nashik. Representatives of the Regional Implementation Unit (RIU) and District
Implementation Units (DIUs) under the SMART Cotton subproject also attended the

online meeting.

Pr e:

SMART Cotton subproject of the project SMART aims to strengthen the cotton value chain
through the establishment of Cotton Value Chain Development Schools (VCDS). As part of
the subcomponent on market-led crop demonstrations, a centralized procurement drive
of 42,000 Cotton Picking Bags and 23,800 Cotton Storage Bags was undertaken by a P1U
Agriculture. The intended beneficiaries of these bags are the farmers participated in the

sub project.
Pursuant to the provisions of the Financial Management Manual of the SMART Project
and the Procurement Guidelines issued for the project, the whole procurement process

was followed precisely.

The contract was awarded to M/s. Prakash Agro Plast, Nashik on 11/10/2024 for the
supply of 42,000 Cotton Picking Bags at the rate of X 260 per bag (exclusive GST). The
total contract price without GST was %1,09,20,000/- (Rupees One Crore Nine Lakh
Twenty Thousand Only). A formal contract was executed on 25/10/2024,

Contract Management

L. As per the terms of the Supply Order, the delivery period was specified as 30 days from
the date of issue of supply order. The supplier completed the delivery within the
stipulated timeframe across all seven designated districts, as evidenced by delivery
challans, and is therefore not liable for imposition of Liquidated Damages under GCC

Clause 27.
2. It has been observed that samples of the Cotton-Picking Bags supplied were sybmitted

to ICAR-CIRCOT Laboratory for technical examination. The results, detailed jj; Annexure
-1, confirmed a deviation in the GSM (grams per square meter) Of'the fabriénwhich was
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be applicable only to those

; » table above shall
ated in the tab has not yet been made.
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districts where the goods have been distributed ar

dations of ICAR-

1. In consideration of the findings, and in alignmentwith the recommen' . ‘
CIRCOT, the Committee decided in meeting to apply a uniform f;leductllo‘n of 17.5% pet
bag across applicable districts to address the cost deviation arising from ;g;—
compliance with GSM specifications. the Committee adopted the mean value of 17.5%

as a reasonable and equitable basis for financial adjustment.

. Submission of requisite documents at the time of delivery was mandatory under GCC
Clauses 13 and 14. Specifically, the following documents were required at the time of
supply of material:

1. Insurance Certificate

2. Manufacturer/Supplier Warranty Certificate
3. Inspection Certificate issued by the Nominated Inspection Agency

4. Supplier’s Factory Inspection Report
However, none of the above documents have been submitted by the supplier. Directed to

submit at earliest to DIUs.
In view of the above non-compliance, it is resolved that the insurance amount is liable to

be deducted from the supplier’'s performance security. The supplier shall also be directed
to submit a district-wise statement of insurance premium amounts payable to the

insurance company, in accordance with the contract provisions.

Decisions and Directions given by Head P1U Agri, mutually agreed to supplier and
DIU (Consignees) -

L "The supplier shall be required to lift and remove the cotton-picking bags, totalling
18,000 bags across Akola, Wardha, and Amravati consignees, entirely at his own cost and

responsibility."

2. "The District Implementation Unit (DIU), Beed, having conducted reinspection,
ensured replacement of defective bags, and completed distribution of compliant bags to
the farmers, shall process and release full payment to the supplier in accordance with the
quantity of goods supplied, the submitted invoice, and the terms and conditions

stipulated in the tender and contract agreement.”

3. "Based on the technical recommendations of ICAR-CIRCOT, the it was decided to apply
2 uniform deduction of 17.5% per bag in the applicable districts while payment, to
address the cost deviation arising from non-compliance with the prescribed GSM

specifications.
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The supplicr is further directed to submit a district-wis

llzisurance Premium amounts payable to the fnsurance C?lmipom the
adjustment and record.” These charpes shall be recovere T
Security, '

" ong with
5. "The supplicr shall be responsible for timely submission of tax invoices along

" ned District
necessary documents as per the contract provisions. rhf-occc(::z?lrand eleased
Implementation Units (DIUs) shall ensure that paynwnL:;l Erllrir?clal Iirﬁits"
promptly upon availability of funds within their sanctioned fine :

Meeting ended with thanks to chair.

o
Bt
e

(Ashgk Kirnalli)
Director (ATMA)& Head,
B Project Implementation Unit-Agriculture
61,_/ SMART Project, Pune
¥

Copy to- 1. Hon. Project Director, SMART for information please...

2. Project Director (ATMA)& Head, District Implementation Unit/
Ako]a/Amrawati/Wardha/Chandrapur/Chh.Sambhajinagar/]alna/Beed for
necessary action

3. Nodal officer, Regional Implementation Unit,
Nagpur/Chh.Sambhajinagr/Amrawati for necessary Action.

<
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SMART

Hon. Balas; 5 o
alasaheb Tluukeray Agribusiness and Rural Transformation

-
. (SMART) Project
66 o Project Implementation Unit - Agriculture, Pune
) oor, Downtown the City Centre (DTC) Mall \bove Reli Mall. A » Bridee. Vakil Nagar
l-.r:nll.i\\':lne. p"“*"-“ll][]-( P - Mally Above Relinnce Mall, Mhatre Bridge, Vakil Nagar,
« Pune Phone: 020-25650577 Email: smart piuagn@gmail.com
Outward No.: PIU-Agri/ Cotton SB-PB-Tender /1315 /2025 Date: 30.06.2025
Meeting Proceeding
Review Meeting on Cotton Storage bags Tender process and pending payments of
suppliers.
Date: 30.06.2025
Time: 12.30-1.30 pm
Venue: PIU (Agriculture), Pune (Online)
A meeting on the contract settlement of cotton-Storage bags and the pending payments
of suppliers was held on 30" June 2025 from 12:30 PM to 01.30 PM at the P_IU
(Agriculture), Pune, in online mode. The meeting was attended by supplier
representative Shri. Jagdish Jotwani from M/s. Maa Bhagwati Biotech and Chemicals,
Wardha. Representatives of the Regional Implementation Unit (RIU) and District
p Implementation Units (DIUs) under the SMART Cotton subproject also attended the
'°‘ online meeting.
N
¢ Preamble:
o
S SMART Cotton subproject of the project SMART aims to strengthen the cotton value chain

through the establishment of Cotton Value Chain Development Schools (VCDS). As part of
the subcomponent on market-led crop demonstrations, a centralized procurement drive
of 42,000 Cotton Picking Bags and 23,800 Cotton Storage Bags was undertaken by a PIU
Agriculture. The intended beneficiaries of these bags are the farmers participated in the
sub project.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Financial Management Manual of the SMART Project
and the Procurement Guidelines issued for the project, the whole procurement process
was followed precisely.

The contract was awarded to M/s. Maa Bhagwati Biotech and Chemicals, Wardha. on
11/10/2024 for the supply of 23800 Cotton storage Bags at the rate of 2 980 per bag
(exclusive GST). The total contract price without GST was 2,33.24.000/- (Rupees Two

\ Crore Thirty-Three Lakh Twenty-Four Thousand Only). A formal contract was executed
on 25/10/2024.

Contract Management

A. In accordance with the terms specified in the supply order, the delivery period was fixed at
30 days from the date of issuance of the order. thereby establishing the scheduled delivery
deadline as 10th November 2024, ‘



“delivery to
A1 dates of deliver
' ' o the actual dates
| lowever, as per delivery challans SlIhInlllt‘tl h\ the ‘\“["]'FIILI, the ¢

various consignees are detailed in the table below: e
cla

o | Qty e mtended Date 0f 5 g5 DalctﬂJD ’ De'“iﬁ“

( > pistrict Required or f}t't""l .?W Delivery as pPer|pojivery* Ilf | Weeks

‘ N Indented Supplie: work Order e e |

i; 1 i('}1.1:ruirn|'m| 3400 3400 10/11/2024 n(,/(]lf;),l’].zﬁ 57 8 |
2 [Wardha 3400 3400 l0/11/2024 | 2/12/2024 | 2% i :

3 Amravau 560 3400 071172004 | 27/1172024 | 17 | ?__
4 |Akola 3400 3100 10/11/2024 4/12/2024 | 24 4 |
5 |CSambhajinagar| 3400 3400 10/11/2024 | 10/02/2025 | 92 ; 13 |
& [lsis 3400 3100 | 10/11/2024 | 27jiij20ze | 17 | 3|

|7 |Beed 3400 | 3400 | 10/i1j2024 | 02/12/24 | 22 | 3 i

T Total| 23800 23800 ' . oSS Sl IR

(*Delivery dates are based on submitted delivery challans.)

[t has been observed that the supplier failed to adhere to the stipulated delivery timeline, thereby
constituting a breach of contractual obligations. Accordingly, the supplier is liable for
liquidated damages in terms of GCC Clause 27 of the contract.

Relevant Contractual Provision:

GCC 27 - Liquidated Damages

I:xcept as provided under GCC Clause 32, if the Supplier fails to deliver any or all of the goods
or perform the related services within the period specified in the contract. the Purchaser may.
without prejudice to all its other remedies under the contract, deduct from the contract price.
as liquidated damages. a sum equivalent to the percentage specified in the Special Conditions
ol Contract (SCC) of the delivered price of the delayed goods or unperformed services. for
cach week or part thereof of delay. until actual delivery or performance. Such deductions shall
not exceed the maximum pereentage specified in the SCC. Once the maximum limit is reached,
the Purchaser may terminate the contract under GCC Clause 35,

SCC (Special Conditions of Contract) Provisions = GCC 27.1

e The liguidated damages shall be 0.5% of the contract price per week or part thereot for

the undelivered portion.

o The maximum cumulative amount of liquidated damages shall be 10% ol the total

contract price.

i on the delay observed across the districts, the Purchaser reserves the right to caleulate

3ased o ) . S
pose liquidated damages, in accordance with the above provisions.

;nni“"
red Amount by District [mplcmcnlalinn Units (DIUs) as per Liquidated Damages under
e -1, '

RecovVer™® |
(e (laust =



.Sl’.l . Del - |
, Distri ayin ) P —
INo, | strict Supply CalculatedLp ~ Amount | Invoice
¥ | (weeks) Charges Recovered ‘ Amount
{ |Chandrapu|- a - . (Rs) (Rs) |
P 133280 139044 31498600 1
2 |Wardha ' 3 ' - |
= b * 49980 52479 3498600 I
| 9 \Amravati = |
=S o 19980 0 3498600
] 4 L\knla .
. 4 66640 0 3498600
e |G Sambhaji 13 216580 | '
INagal- 216580 i 3498600, .
b | | ; -
6 llalna 3 49980 52479 | 3498600. |
- o _ | | ‘ 1.
/ l‘*t‘t‘d 3 49980 83300 | 3498600. |
- | . | |
Total 37 6,16,420/- 544,782/- | 24%90,200/-
. _ f (Including GST)|
Amount to be ; 1,16,620/-
recovered (At actuals)

e | — e
This table reflects the calculated Liquidated Damages (L.D) as per GCC Clause 27.1, along
with the actual recoveries made by respective DIUs. The remaining unrecovered amount
0f21,16,620/- pertains to the districts of Amravati and Akola, where no deductions have

yet been made, and recovery action is to be initiated accordingly.

B. Submission of requisite documents at the time of delivery was mandatory under GCC
Clauses 13 and 14. Specifically, the following documents were required at the time of
supply of material:

5. Insurance Certificate

6. Manufacturer/Supplier Warranty Certificate

7. Inspection Certificate issued by the Nominated Inspection Agency

8. Supplier's Factory Inspection Report
However, none of the above documents have been submitted by the supplier.
In view of the above non-compliance, it is resolved that the insurance amount is liable to
be deducted from the supplier’s performance security. The supplier shall also be directed
to submit a district-wise statement of insurance premium amounts payable to the
insurance company, in accordance with the contract provisions.

Decisions and Directions given by Head PIU Agri, mutually agreed to supplier and
DIU (Consignees) -

1. An unrecovered amount of 21,16,620/- remains pending from the districts of Amravati
(349.980/-) and Akola (266,640/-), where no deductions have been made against the delay in
supply. -

f\ccnrdmgf}-". the DIUs of Amravati and Akola are hercby instructed to initiate immediate
recovery action by deducting the applicable 1.1 amounts from the supplier’s payable invoices
or from any future claims. as per the provisions of the contract.

.2. The suppller.:s further directed to submit a district-wise statement indicating the
insurance premium amounts payable to the insurance company, for appropriate



overed fr e Performance
adjustment and record." These charges shall be recovered trom th

Security.

ission of invoices along with
The concerned District

3. "The supplier shall be responsible for timely submi
rocessed and released

necessary documents as per the contract provisions.
Implementation Units (DIUs) shall ensure that payments are p
promptly upon availability of funds within their sanctioned financial limits."

Meeting ended with thanks to chair.

(Ashok Kirnalli)
Director (ATMA)& Head,
Project Implementation Unit-Agriculture
SMART Project, Pune

Copy to- 1. Hon. Project Director, SMART, Project for information please...

2. Project Director (ATMA)& Head, District Implementation Unit/
Akola/Amrawati/Wardha/Chandrapur/Chh. Sambhajinagar/Jalna/Beed for
necessary action

3. Nodal officer, Regional Implementation Unit,

Nagpur/Chh.Sambhajinagr/Amrawati for necessary Action.

A Mls MM<3M3&J¢L@; Biotech { chemicals + wardha  — b a .



9/25/25, 12:40 PM Gmail - Reqyest for Detailed Specifications of Cotton-Picking Bag for Smart Cotton Project

M Gmail SMART PIU AGRI <smart.piuagri@gmail.com>

Reqyest for Detailed Specifications of Cotton-Picking Bag for Smart
Cotton Project

Bala G. <bala77bio@gmail.com> Tue, Sep 5, 2023 at 3:39 PM
To: SMART PIU AGRI <smart.piuagri@gmail.com>
Cc: Cotton Research <cicrnagpur@gmail.com>, ITMU-CICR <itmucicrngp@gmail.com>

Dear Sir,

With reference to your mail regarding detailed specifications of the cotton
picking bag for the smart cotton project,

| request you to kindly contact CIRCOT for the information.

Thanks & Regards,

Dr. G. Balasubramani
Head (Acting)
DCI

Principal Scientist (Biotech)

Vigilance Officer & Biosafety Officer
ICAR-Central Institute for Cotton Research
Post Bag No.2, Shankar Nagar P.O.
Nagpur - 440 010, Maharashtra, India
Mobile: +919518701193

Never put off till tomorrow what you can do today !! Be Happy !!

[Quoted text hidden]

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=234c5eebc7 &view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1776191872162362265&simpl=msg-f:1776191872162362265 17
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Hon. Balasaheb Thackeray Agribusiness and Rural Transformation Project (SMART)

Project Implimentation Unit-Agriculture
Sheti Mahamandal Building, 9o, Bhamburda, Senapati Bapat road, Near Symbiosis College, Pune
Phone no.o30-34548498 / 8¢, email- smart .piuagri@gmail.com, W-ww»‘msnmﬂ—mrw.org

PIU Agri-Smart Cot/PBSpecif/ 2020 /2023 Dated:6.07.2023

To

Hon. Director

Central Institute for Cotton Research
Nagpur

Subject: Request for Detailed Specifications of Cotton-Picking Bag for Smart Cotton
Project

Reaspected Sir/Madam

I hope this letter finds you in good health and high spirits. I am writing to express my sincere
appreciation for the outstanding work conducted by the Central Institute for Research on Cotton
Technology (CIRCOT) in advancing research and technology in the cotton industry. I am particularly
excited about the progress made in the Smart Cotton Project under your esteemed guidance.

I am writing to request of sharing detailed specifications for a cotton-picking bag which is specifically
designed by you. It will help to support the requirements of the project. The specifications I seek for
the cotton-picking bag are as follows:

Capacity: Please. provide information on the recommended capacity of the bag, taking into
consideration factors such as average cotton yield per picking session, ergonomic considerations for
the picker, and ease of handling and transportation.

Material: Specify the recommended material for the bag to ensure durability, breathability, and
resistance to tears and damage. It is important to consider the prevailing weather conditions and the
potential impact on the cotton's quality during transportation. Cloth specifications should be
mentioned.

Design and Structure: Provide details on the bag's design and structure, including the dimensions,
number of compartments, closures, and carrying mechanisms. Consider ergonomic factors to
minimize strain and fatigue on the picker during prolonged use.

Data Collection Integration: If applicable, please outline any provisions or design features that
would allow for the integration of data collection tools or technologies within the bag.

Maintenance and Cleaning: Include recommendations for the bag's cleaning and maintenance to
ensure longevity and hygienic use throughout the cotton-picking season. Specify any special care
instructions or considerations for different bag materials.

Price: There are commendable reviews about the quality and reliability of the cotton-picking bags
manufactured by the Central Institute for Cotton Research. Therefore, I would greatly appreciate it
if you could provide me with a price quotation for the bags, including any relevant details on
customization options, specifications, and minimum order quantities.

I kindly request your support and assistance in sharing the detailed specifications at your earliest
convenience. Your expertise and guidance will be highly valuable in ensuring that the cotton-picking
bag design meets the project's objectives. i

Therefore, I look forward to your response and eagerly anticipate the provision of the
requested specifications.

With regards, Noda ()I‘fit:eréj
Project Implimentation Unit -Agri
SMART, PUNE
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Technical Specifications

Name of Goods or Related Service

Technical Specifications and Standards

{l Item No

01

Cotton Picking Bag

Cloth — Gray Cotton Plain fabric (Majarpath)

(equiv. Salita / Nagmani Majarpath)

GSM- ZOU-ZSD’Size— Hight- 90 Cr'n‘ Shoulder portion-
20Cm

Base Balloon Pattern with support strip at middle- —
90 Cm X 20 Cm

Lower & upper Belt-55” & 8", Joint Belt with Steel
Hook,

Green Color side bar (patti) — 2
SMART Cotton Logo (Single Color)- 1.5 X 3 Inch

Joint Cap at upper side with adjustable inner lace-
22X30cm

Green Less of 1 Inch
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122003 ; ©garding the information of Cotton Picking Bag

SMART PIU AGRI <smart.piuagri@gmail.com>

Regarding the information of Cotton Picking Bag
7 messages
vIM SMART <mavim.smart@gmail.com>

s aari i ks .pi i : Tue, May 16, 2023 at 5:10 PM
To -smanﬁ;::?'l%g"rféﬁ%gﬁgfg fr::agrl@gmail.com>, PCMU SMART <pemu.smart@gmail.com>
ce: Rupa ’
Dear SiMadam, . y
R 043033 T T e Sl s 3l st oy v T BRI Greftersrmmoh o1 -
l\
gaﬂr{el&aun% | SIu WoauiBag
Ba P wdt Bag | Wdad
i TS ﬁmga Rrorg AR | PYs | fPwa | R
P R | Quality | e a%a"“““ Quality | SIS | HwA
l__ | “ﬁa F%H %ﬁ
|
. (At el TR 70 cm length AT
. P *30 cm
| e ;';tit% o % | widh*100 om | SOton e e
& height PTIS

mﬁﬁm@mcmmﬁmﬁmnﬁmwmmaﬁ

Regards,
Kavitg Tcgadg‘
MAVIM-SMART Project Team
Mahilg 4

ik Vikas Mahamandal (MAVIM)
Bandrg () . i
226590500

P o t . - *
‘ease don'y print this Email unless you really need to - this will preserve trees on planet earth.

4 M€ ready to stitch the cotton bag.xIsx

~

\(J PIU% . .
I"iA‘.nM SMAE'T?r:‘a"-Diuagri@gmail.com> Fri, Jun 2, 2023 at 1:08 PM
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3 MAA BHAGWATI BIOTECH & CHEMlCALS

Micronutrient Fertilizers | Bio-Pesticides | Bio Fertilizers | Pheromon Traps | Enzymes | Lures

Date-06/10/2024

To,

The Nodal Officer,

Project Implementation Unit-Agriculture,
SMART Project, Pune.

Subject:- Submission of clarification about the conflict of interest found in tender No.
2024 DOAWB 1071339 1 for procurement of Cotton-Picking Bag & Cotton Storage Bag.

Reference: - Your letter dated 03/10/2024

Respected Sir,

With the reference above mention subject as we are manufacturer of cotton picking & storage
bag so we sold cotton picking bag to Prakash Agro Plast Malegaon Nashik in year 2022-23
that was single deal done with them.

After that we have not done any single neither future agreement with Prakash Agro Plast
Malegaon Nashik,

We Maa Bhagwati Biotech & Chemicals working manufacturing various product
independently. Our product related to Agriculture and other too. So It was one time deal with

them.

Not any company , firm, individual have interest in Maa Bhagwati Biotech & Chemicals and
we also not have any interest in any company, firm, individual .

So , Kindly requesting you acknowledge above clarification and please let us know for any
further clarification needed for the same.

Thanks & Regards
o’ >
X ) .
e
s
=

For M}a Bhawati Biotech & C

1 T R T i e ——

Jotwani Complex, Samarth Wadi, Sai Mandir Road, Wardha - 442001 Ph. 07152-246075 Email: maabhagwatibnc@yahoo.com

ATy W




9/25/25, 10:40 AM Gmail - Submission of clarification about the conflict of interest found in tender No 2024 _DOAWB_1071339_1 for procurement of ...

M Gmail SMART PIU AGRI <smart.piuagri@gmail.com>

Submission of clarification about the conflict of interest found in tender
No 2024 _DOAWB_1071339_1 for procurement of Cotton-Picking Bag &
Cotton Storage Bag

Jagdish Jotwani <maabhagwatibnc@yahoo.com> Sun, Oct 6, 2024 at 1:44 PM
To: "mbbcwrd@gmail.com" <mbbcwrd@gmail.com>, SMART PIU AGRI <smart.piuagri@gmail.com>

Dear Sir,
Please find attached correction copy of clarification letter.

Thanks & Regards

On Thursday, October 3, 2024 at 05:46:17 PM GMT+5:30, SMART PIU AGRI
<smart.piuagri@gmail.com> wrote:

[Quoted text hidden]

ﬂ Corection copy of Clarification Letter.pdf
471K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=234c5eebc7 &view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1812151617436204407 &simpl=msg-f:1812151617436204407 17
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=234c5ee6c7&view=att&th=19260e4b7c6f3d77&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw

9/25/25, 10:39 AM Gmail - Clarification

M Gmall SMART PIU AGRI <smart.piuagri@gmail.com>
Clarification

1 message

Prakash Agro Plast <paplast@rediffmail.com> Sat, Oct 5, 2024 at 9:55 PM

To: smartpiuagri <smart.piuagri@gmail.com>, "smat.piuagri@gmail.com" <smat.piuagri@gmail.com>

Resp. Sir,
Please find the attachment.

Thanks & Regards.

Nitesh Ostwal

For P.A.Plast

09370055700

1523, Old Agra Road, Near Power House,
Malegaon (Nashik) Maharashtra
paplast@rediffmail.com

E SMART_Letter.pdf
329K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=234c5eebc7 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1812091932193868191&simpl=msg-f:1812091932193868191 17
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Out. No- PIU- Agri/Cotton Picking & Storage Bag/ \ 50 /2024-25 Date-03/10/2024

To,
Prakash Agro Plast,
1523, Old Agra Road, Near Power House,
Malegaon, Dist- Nashik- 423203

Sub- Submission of clarification about the conflict of interest found in tender No

2024_DOAWB_1071339_1 for procurement of Cotton-Picking Bag & Cotton Storage Bag
Q Ref- 1. E tender ID - 2024_DOAWB_1071339_1 Published on 20/08/2024

2. Submitted Bid no-6166525 Date- 24/09/2024

3. Submitted Bid No- 6175535 Date- 25/09/2024

Respected Sir / Madam

With the reference to the above subject, two bidders namely Maa Bhagwati Biotech and
Chemicals Wardha and Prakash Agro Plast Malegaon Nashik have participated in the above referred
bidding process. During the evaluation of manufacturing experience and technical capacity of the above
participating bidders, the business relationship of both the participated bidders are found, and prima
facia it shows the conflict of interest as per the clause no- Section I- ITB- 4.2.d. of RFB.

Therefore, you should submit your clarification regarding the Conflict of Interest observed
during the evaluation of the above Manufacturing and Sales Experience. Please note that if your

clarification is unsatisfactory or not received by 06/10/2024, your bid will be rejected as per the clause
no Section -I- ITB 27 of RFB.

~ Nodal Officer
Project Implementation Unit- Agriculture
SMART Project, Pune.
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[____———-—’_/-. . - -
gri/Cotton Picking & Storage Bag/ | 596 /2024-25 Date-03/10/2024

To,
Maa Bhagwati Biotech And Chemicals,

samarthwadi, Sai Mandir Road,
Wardha- 442001

Sub- Submission of clarification about the conflict of interest found in tender No
2024_DOAWB_1071339_1 for procurement of Cotton-Picking Bag & Cotton Storage Bag
Ref- 1. E tender ID - 2024_DOAWB_1071339_1 Published on 20/08/2024
2. Submitted Bid no-6166525 Date- 24/09/2024
3. Submitted Bid No- 6175535 Date- 25/09/2024

Respected Sir / Madam

With the reference to the above subject, two bidders namely Maa Bhagwati Biotech and
Chemicals Wardha and Prakash Agro Plast Malegaon Nashik have participated in the above referred
bidding process. During the evaluation of manufacturing experience and technical capacity of the above
participating bidders, the business relationship of both the participated bidders are found, and prima
facia it shows the conflict of interest as per the clause no- Section I- ITB- 4.2.d. of RFB.

Therefore, you should submit your clarification regarding the Conflict of Interest observed
during the evaluation of the above Manufacturing and Sales Experience. Please note that if your
clarification is unsatisfactory or not received by 06/10/2024, your bid will be rejected as per the clause

no Section -1- ITB 27 of RFB.

A/-_%hcﬁi-;f‘r =
—~ Nodal Officer

Project Implementation Unit- Agriculture
SMART Project, Pune.

|
1



PRAKASH AGRO PLAST 7

HDPE Pipes, Sprinkler Pipes, Sprinkler & Drip Irrigation Sets

Off. - 1523, Old Agra Road, Near Power House, Malegaon (Nashik) 423 203.

Fact. - Plot No. 30, G.No. 119, Lonwade Shivar, Tal. Malegacn, Dist. Nashik, PRAKASH
Ph. No. 02554 - 276100, Cell - 093700 55700, Email - paplast@rediffmail.com SINCE 1971
Ref. No.: Date: 05 [ 10 [0y
o,
L L . L£r:

The Nodal Cfiicer,
Project Implementation Unit — Agriculture,
SMART Project, Pune.

Subject : Submissionof Clarification about the Conflict of interest found in tender No.

- .

2024_DOAWB_ 1071335_ 1 for procurement of Cotton-Picking Bag & Cotion Storage Bag.

Reference : Your Letter dtd 03/10/2024

Resp. Sir,

In reference to above cited subject & reference, we humbly submit that we have purchased
Cotton Picking Bags from Maa Bhagwati Biotech & Chemicals, Wardha in year 2022-23 only.

There after we have no business transaction.

Our transaction with Maa Bhagwati Biotech & Chemicals, Wardha In year 2022-23 was
purely and merely a single Lime business dedi.

Prakash Agro Plast is an Independent Propreitory entity working in various segments since
jast around more than 15 years.

No other person or organization have any interest in Prakash Agro Plast, Neither Prakash
Agro Plast have any interest in any other organization or enfity.

So, we request you to kindly take the note of above and please do let us know for any
further clarification required or needed for the same.

Above is for your kind perusal and needful please.

With Best Regards

ror Prakash [Agro F;ast.




mwano REGISTER  3mad clicadl R
e (e
I s ————————— Y Reply toour which Letter _"/- N oasa N — o
| Irvwvaared [ Inv\:r:l‘L;mr From Whom Rleceived = _ﬁ;m“‘li;m i 5':;:“ Receipt b H;:': <l Remarks
wes | Mo |  Daie s g = i e No. | Dals w
P —— [ - - - g e S T | - | A I
g | BT | Ve Tedews. || _ swatlonery, B I A E—
S | S — _— —= o 1 N —___'_H_.,/Lﬂ-.._ o o ] | |
o | o [ —— T e~ & =
| RTY WY B R C I AL AR o ey ST S R BTSN S 5 1t a1 9.
.29 | i e YO | — T —
_ o =i 0 N 9_3?1 o
— | __Betegly | oOF g a Al AAB b B nm| UG -u& w{llmf HPR-I'W o
431 === o
= N
2 -"1/\ | Rl \STF, Soff ?vH’-IB]r[ -4l . 'g,.]!r {{lg[‘rp\{_[ a, Py MC{ _T_‘S"_'Z_ﬂ‘—'-l éq;{ hP!:ﬂ
92 ansd i ] T 3oty %""’\'“l_uiq EEER ] ;wmrq:r ‘
gy | [ [ F-HE R ST - SR
P o A 5 ]
__‘aﬂs" [ ...An Mo Bragwak B el _4;:.-\ t9h)a) 31 @ el ZcfaT adj i Ayt i'-rlt; 4 %-w\‘,rcf.@d
. | Chemicals ’l ]
S pudal peorative Rite meacly Glves Gles, peodcar, Areoy
495G N _T_.V_-\—‘F_ S.R. Gvezsenss. el h 2HIG L Blof Erop | I o -
= = .. Pratadh Pgte Plad 1 @ T D SO, 6 Blce =) 1\4?' CaNle=g vﬂfﬂ?i?( 7 < @ Bt 314+
39+ i—*u—# kvighi Tofecpriss | | s ey il MR | —
% ar [ 18fae , q —_ ® o]
a3 : 'I_"c‘q"". \‘MJ,%!JW Byso Trodutihsi R _S%ﬂm_%__&fﬂy_ Kit Bamfley =3 E#‘ |
Al_ ERa ~ - o . . '-x_\ A I —
_aa3 | —r— gruU T2, 3 o oSS e HETEE AT |‘
= | N — o A —— — 4 it | & = ——— o - — |
- (S| ——— I |
Jebo _ i . - i || g - L ]
— ssh émhzmmq - — Sample  Subissim | ﬁgﬁqd_ % LY L S —
Joo) | o3l 16)ety HIH d‘é\? T o frsTe—sm T T T ‘ | 5
o 3 ‘ e .. -_liﬁzm# +o weleate —Tetiging AL ~ 12 Soco] - gvr
'“ _|__—_— T . - YHorad S OJHM “ma L S 2
| R = ‘ — e Ly
loerr | — U | pagy TR -
1 AD swart WRrowl 4o ik ement adiyities ;
B — S - Meaimg cervice o Tedmiglead Assiclarce



FERTE, T 0 Zrawa @ o wfad @) e

N .
r | Whed HHGAATIVN el - FHi
bt | Wl e Wa, 270 WieEt, | ST9E A, MEs T, o,
‘F.»- i} & ® 020-25656577 3 i smart.piuagri@gmail .com ||
| ]
= |

e 3fegw
T — w1, aeRIRe SrHR R AawR T A IR Theia Yhey e T
BN el feHid- 019.90.203y Teiie e wikdia o 3fga

1 1. qIBTATRE STHR By aHTd T AT IRATA Feheuiaria Fdred sFadastau wer- iy siafa e
a HicA Wlﬁfﬁ@ i UTcufeids AGTd SrreaiT Cotton Picking Bag & Cotton Storage Bag @ arey
HYUITTE 2024_DOAWB_1071339_1 waiardl § ffaer wfig dvvara sl ame. wex fifaar
wfre) 4 PifiemeRer Fifier aer 3o srd. e Fferd it qurall axvarsid e
TR Yo TS THed DTSR gor 39 f. ols/90/203% SH 99,00 ATSHAT TR TSTH!.

R Yo Pifder ufrda wear srden y R PifresReren ffyer axatasrd ditie
FROATT ATHEA IR e HeUTHHIAED KRISHI ENTERPRISES Nagpur J7+1T Bid Security Declaration, Power of
attorney, Letter of Bid - Technical Part, Bidder Information Form, GSTR 3 B, Manufacturing Experience and Technical
Capacity, Financial Capacity, Test Report dT 9=l 3rerd! ﬂﬁ?ﬂ 7 B difPpese YT Sxd arRd.

Om Agro Organics Yavatmal AT Government approved laboratory test report 37TfoT Cotton Picking Bag &
Cotton Storage Bagﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁwqmmmaﬁWawmm
X 3Ted.

SSR ENTERPRISES NAGPIJIRH':?T Power of attorney, Manufacturing Experience and Technical Capacity, Financial
Capacity 1 UTTel ST G 1 e BTN YT SR ATe.

TUT Maa Bhagwati Biotech & Chemicals Wardha 3T Prakash Agro Plast Nashik I |d et A
ﬂﬁ fg‘kﬂ Hog™ AT fofaet difsreesen U eXd 311%?1 ‘:Rﬂ Maa Bhagwati Biotech & Chemicals Wardha
YT Manufacturing Experience and Technical Capacity 2 ‘{@ﬁ IR Hhedl GQ\‘]QQWI@HH ! Prakash
Agro Plast Nashik 3T Cotton Picking Bag & Cotton Storage Bag 4 e Peary e A9 e A

| m@m&%mﬁﬁmmﬁﬁmwmmwwwm
f&.09/90/303% Irofr=yT dedid oY B, TR Maa Bhagwati Biotech & Chemicals Wardha 3O prakash
Agro Plast Nashik Ti1 f&.08/90/303% e TSR] HIER BRUGETE S ATATT ATSHS BI.

| WMWWWWWWWWWW
3Fdl, 91 203-33 e Maa Bhagwati Biotech & Chemicals Wardha i Prakash Agro Plast Nashik g
Cotton Picking Bag & Cotton Storage Bag i FI@ TH Jo4 Al Heard A Hod IR TH d
@WW@WWWWWWMW HRUIHE
TG B A e e T g orél il gefen e orear e wer RfeERe
difraesea TS SXd JTed.

o Sy e P RGeS 81 5 .9, e e s A s
mwmwmwmmm_mww
Srexmyred) R e S f arsaRaRIaie ﬁ@wﬁﬁﬁmﬁnﬁﬂ%%
ot rs e a1 R e R o ) e e <Al 2 K
T . q0/0¢/03% RASH A €X¢ = A, s SfexT JRiE FROArd SRl

M
1—‘\




RIEERI)
g I AR RUES
N S — aﬁ;ﬂtu;mmﬂfaﬁwq?aﬁmﬁ
ffaz
(oo™ n‘%/
-
PIYH FeawTEa! qH R @ JHF(S%MJ}’%
2T WIAR
HERN ST ’
YSIHY ‘
.\’01
R

ws
"




zssoETvl | ey

1
Z0SS9€1S _ aSeaaay _

e — M- 2Jueleq ‘sjuawaes §
7 BSEISLEV | odelony 5951206 | 29eIany 09E9BVE | %128V | | 3y0id se yons sappia sus 30 |
| 8896L£2¥ | 1e10] | v0S960%ST | [eio], BLOVSZIET |P10, S6E9¥90LZ (B0l 78065v01 | 1BIOL | | Bupuess ﬁsﬁéﬁwp%ﬁ%a
£6217682 vz-€2 0£2.88S6 |  te- NNI_ L92060501 | €222 9BEGEE6L | €227 | | | YS9BISE | VZEZ || MO ¥ZEZ Ad PUE €777 UM_ \
_ S/66619 |  ET-TT | ¥bi9ev8E | z2T1T | £002900Z |  zZ-1Z ﬁmiﬁ.ﬁ g 7212 99569EY ‘ZZ-17 A4 MO0 £2-22 Ad pue 77 __
\ 0ZPBETL 2212 0€SZTL61 12-02 LELTOT9 | 12-0Z | moHNSR 12-0Z | 79804SZ | 2Z°1Z || -1Z Ad‘TZ-02A4 3 10 (Nian \
\ sy ul sy wm . 7 sy ul sy ul sy ut 1 JAIM) JUEIUNODDY  palalreyy _ﬂ
| JaAouany Ad | laaouany, | Ad JaAouang, F Jaaouang, »..L JaAouangy, Ad | | Aqpanssi a1eyniad Jasowing, | g \
£2-2202
%8 72-1202 '12-0202 "1 sxeak _
papwugng ‘'sag panrugns ‘saj | panIuqns ‘sa peIwIgng ‘Sax panuuqng 10N | [elPuBuy € 3se[ JO § E WLSD | 80 \
\
OZIDLIZESAANILT | 02108¥SE£0d4VVLT az11960S1dNAVLZ ; MZTVZITLId[VLT ﬂ 0Z14£666Hd0IVLT / 31eayRa0 uonensidal ._‘wo/ L0 /

|

|

039 |
e Japo Kue / paimnsuod
AeSsy Apoq  @esodio)/
Kuedwo) pajuwr /
-p11 @earrd/ wiry diysiaulied

/  wiy Ameaudoyg  /
/ e Auedwod -13pun Aloyine
uonensidal ajeudordde
_ 12591008%€-HW £6S9T00VOZHW | 2wl nim palaisidal
Z8Z8000-0Z-HW - WVAQN £105000-£2-HW - WVAAN 555000-9€-HIW —~WVAAN 9750Z00-¥E-HN -WVAAN | T9160T0-0Z-HW-WVAQN | 21e2yntad uopensidal wiid | 90
panugns sax panugns sai panqgns saj J panuiqng sax ﬂ panlwgns 10N ; wio uoneuriojuj 12pplg ; S0
paniwuqng sax panluqng sax paniuqng saj | papIwigns saA | poNIWQNS 10N | Hed [AIUYIa) - pig J0 1917 | |
paniwqns 10N paniuqgng sax panuqng sa g _ panwuqns saj __ paniuqns 10N # Asuione jo 1amod ﬂ €0 ~
panIwIqns saz pannuqns sax pajwuqgns saA paniuqng saj | panIwIqns 10N | uonerepaq Aundas pig | 20 |
5028919066981 SESSLT906¥698T 9£5591906¥6981 575991906¥6981 | 9500L1906¥6981 | 19qUINN Jay JUawainioiga | |
(9uanxoavdd (£55908THHD (PdvXamuyol (00n9IMYEVOL /
-4.LN) paataday -M.LN) paalasay -L0) paataday | (g4 (9AVAD -¥.LN) PaA1ady -4.Ln) paaladzy 294 1apua], / 10 /
5028919 SESSLI9 SZ59919 S[EINWAY) 9500L19 ﬂ ON
SgSIudya.LNT ¥SS 1sejq 018y yseyeld | 9£55919 sojuediQ 043y wQ = yoay01g nemSeyd eeW SASTHdUILNA THSTHA eL11) Aqidya W ag f
uonenjeAy [esmuyda )
- SIH 0071 3¢ $202/80/6Z | aeq |
_ SIH 00°L1 € ¥202/60/LZ : | 31eq SuruadQ pig [edwuypay
SIH 00'ST1® ¢Nomxm.o\_wm | UoISSIuIqNg pig Jo ajeq Ise] |
r 6EETLOT EMYOQ™ ¢No al Qiiopuarg |
/ mm.qmom\mo:mooou\mu«m\maui OV/LAVIAS : | ON 2Jua13j9y
{ 18V -N1d 10§ awwerdold SADA UON0H 1apuf) Sed 59e1035 UON0) B Jeq ubpid-uono) jo Ajddng : # SHi ToaaESy
T j10doy uonenead [EJUYIS]L

T e

u.-aaﬁuﬁwd Awun uonEuswatduy 192(01d (LYVINS) uoneulIojsuel], [elny pue S

o

K

duisnquidy Aesayoey ] qayesefeq

UuoH




4320 [epopn
Suepeq ‘q '

Madxg udwaBeuey Ssauisng 118y

132YJ0 [ed1uyda ], 1924j0 Junoaay

2
= W S eremlin 1B)IpeYg efysewwey dIBYSEIR] JuBw, 1990 w0l 31adxg ureys ange, uonoy
(S _“\rﬂb\\\v . H [BIBW 30ATA Tex[equIy quiswe .y
{ - ‘w% - . Ev o _
01'6'E

~ON JUI0d JO Juduyyng Payiend Ajfestuyda . ok Zr'o H.o‘m\m.v.m.nll__1.|.l|[.]|[.||_|[ﬂ

/! 10U 01 3np payienbsy ; oL ¢l “ONawodjouaunyiny | payrrend) Ajeayuyoa ~ON 3UJ04 JO JuaUIyny ON /sax __ |

——ereuEtaa | I | 10% @ onp poyyrenbsiq SaA 30U 0 anp payrenbsig \ PayIend A[fesruyay \
\ SaA | SaA o b P |

SU1P2aDD

.Dwumu.mnﬂ Huum%m”x 5 ’ Pl (1Ad) erpuj 'PI (LAd) E1pu] \
Sunss | Awouody usaidiaag | JO AUBdWO) 3duspuauLadng paniuqng joN JO Auedwio) asuapuajupsadng paniugns 1oy _

Aq panssi ajeaynua)

Aq panss1 a3eayn10n ‘ Hodar sy Arojeloqe;

Aq panssi 33edynIa) | pasosdde JUWUIIA0Y
| | (A1 uondas ur uaaid BULIOJIa]
pSnwqns ‘saj _ panwgng ‘sag paniwqgng 'sag paniuqgng ‘sag panIugng ‘sag pa1saddns)  1aded  dweg
_ -/00T'SY uo yaepyyy sisppig | 17
_ | T34 [BIDURLLJ U ISE3]
_ ‘ Je UI P3YAUT S] PIQ SR YIYM
J0j Aoedes 1sysiy 1o awes
| Jo (1poq Jo 1ayy1a) Seq adesoys
| ‘ uopod  pue Heq Suppid
-uonod jo syun (puesnoyy,
Nmmazmhﬁmmmwmﬂmﬂm _ SEYZISYINEEBBBEOYZ 081+ZDNINIIETBSTHZ 88S60HIMNAYLOV6IVZ | fyg) 0gos [moy 1sea
- NIan “NIAN | LO¥EZNDIN608061+Z -NIAN “NIGN | ye pros pue paimpejnueyy)
., __ _ _ _ m | __ﬂ _E ___| 1__ __ mN..vN|_ ___ ; [ mmw_ | ‘(A1 uonaag ur uaalg ewsogiag
T 5 [ -E2 000+ 000¥ | +vZ-€2 0E90€ | 0E90E | vzZ-£2 0901 | 0901 | vz-€2 paisadans) ‘uorssiqns
| 00482 | 0090€ ¢~-mm | I ommmww cmmmwm MM-NN 0002 __ 000z | €z-zz | (| zzzé6 | zzze6 | ezzz | | [ooes | ooss | mwlmﬁ‘ Pig Jo a1ep 15T MM 0z0z
| NOLEE | Wodae T mN.NN I Z0S6E1 | Z0S6ET | ZZ-12 000Ss | 000ss | zz-1z ||| 00| 00 zztz||[o0zs | oozs | zz-1z || “To dv woy spoos sejus
[ oser | oost | zziz || == 56 o207 000g | ooog | 1z-0Z ||| 00 | 00 | 1207 | 00 [ o0 12:0Z || jo plos pue panpejnuew
00€€ | o00SE 1Z-02 n — SON SON SON SON soN | soN ‘ inoqe ajedynaan
SON SON _ | mz oW Ad m_mm\— ‘uep R Ad ‘ ﬁ ajeg R ‘Uep Ad R F_mm \ UBW | Ad \ Sjuejunodoy patayeyn
aes ‘uepy | Ad ||| ales _ Aede) [edjuyday pue
_ ‘ \ _ ajuaradxg mc_.:._uu_ﬂ::ms_ o1 |
_ (13 ¥ sy 13a0uIny) 1
_ HEBBBEOEZ * YZ-€2 Ad PUR £7-77 A4 ‘2T-12
3 mucEMM_.H”MZm mmm%wm%%c.mwwmchN BLO6SNIYINHOL9ZO0THE S088YNDIANI60806T+Z ZSTLNAIHNAYLOVETHE Ad MO E£2-2Z A4 pue zz-17
B Y RATOSETER Y69SHWASAVSSTOLTIZZ -NIGn -NIaN "NIAN | Ad ‘T2-0ZAd 9311 3sed ayy 1oy
mmnmdzhﬁ_mmg-zaa Nian | - | - uodas saoupne pue SERN
S0Z8919 'SESSLIY \ §259919 s[esruay) \ 9500219 T
SsISTudyd.LNT USS __3se|d 048y yseqeud | 9£SS9T19 ) saquedag oy wg ¥ yoaoig nemieyy eep _ SASIYAYILNT IHSTHY el b___p_.ul:.w =




STATE GF MAHARASHTRA AGRI-BUSINESS AND RURAL TRANSFORMATION PROIECT{SMART)
Project Implementation Unit- Agriculture
Krishi Bhavan, 6% Floor, DTC Centre, Vakil Nagar, Erandvane Pune
E-mail- smart.pivagri@gmail.com

The table below summarizes the compliances and clarifications furnished in response to the observations raised i

Statement of Compliance / Clarifications on Statutory Audit Report FY 2024-25

pertaining to procurement aspects.

n the Statutory Audit Report

Sr.No

Audit Para

Compliance / Clarifications Submitted

1

Payment has been made to Sunny Travels for vehicle hiring on a rental
basis the Contract Will initial for the period of one year which may be
extendable further on rendering satisfactory Servicers without changing
existing agreed norms.

1. Corrigendum No 1 Contract Period shall be 01.05.2023 to 31.10.2024
Date: 30-04-2024

2. Corrigendum No 2 Contract Period shall be 01.05.2023 to 30.04.2025
Date; 11-10-2024

3. An extension clause up to October 2025 was provided based on
satisfactory performance, as per the corrigendum issued,

However, the original agreement does not clearly specify the exact
duration and terms of such extension, resulting in ambiguity in
contractual obligations.

As per the relevant contract clause, the initial contract
period is for one year, with extensions granted based on
project requirements and the satisfactory performance of
the service provider.

Any extensions provided to the service provider were
granted only after abtaining the approval of the competent
authority,

It was observed that payment was made to LKS & Co. for accounting-
refated services as per the agreement peried from 11/03/2024 to
10/03/2025 but following irregularities are noticed.

1 LKS & Co.

Corrigendum has been issued within timeline and with prior
approval from the Competent Authority

Corrigendum was properly integrated in the tender
document. Participated bidders has submitted this

Sr. No Name of Bidders
K ) md’-.a'\ﬁﬂ"f_ L
R —




2 Mantri & Parik Chartered Accountant
3 G N Mantri & Associates Pune
Eligibly Criteria
a) The CA firm shouid have registered with {CAl & should have at least
minimum Two partners & out of which one should be FCA partner.
b} Should have average annual turnover of at least Rs. 10 Lakhs during 3
financial years 2020-21, 2021-22 and 2022-23 based on audited {inancial
statements.,
¢} CA Firm should have successfully completed at least one similar
assignment in the World Bank funded government project & costing of
assignment is not less than Rs. 3 _akhs.
d) CA Firm shoutd be registered under Goods and Services tax Act, 2017
e) CA firm has not been found guilty and has not heen blacklisted or
debarred by any State Government or Central Government Department/
Union Territory/ Local Authority/Central and State Government
Undertaking or Government Organizations as on the date of submission

of quotation.

Corrigendum No 1issued on 15-02-2024
CA FEirm Should Have experience of Audit / Taxation /tally of any

government organisation, public sector units, local body, private limited
companies registered under company act, partnership formed

under partnership firm formed under partnership Act
But the eligibility criteria for selection of CA firm were significantly altered

through Corrigendum No. 1 dated 15-02-2024, wherein the requirement
of having prior experience in World Bank funded projects was diluted to
general audit/taxation experience of government organisations, PSUs,
local bedies, or private companies. No justification was recorded for such
a drastic change, and the corrigendum was not properly integrated into

corrigendum along with their bids hence it can be perceived
that the bidders had no ambiguity and interpretation issues
while submitting their bids.




the main tender document, which may lead to ambiguity and
interpretation issues.

It was observed that payment has been made to Atharav Enterprises
towards water jar expenses. However, the procurement file along with
supporting documents was not made available for audit verification. In
the absence of requisite records, the authenticity and propriety of the
expenditure could not be ascertained.

Supporting document / orders will be provided.

Payment has been made to S. K. Enterprises for the design, printing, and
delivery of 1,000 training booklets. According to the supply order, delivery
was required at the Pil within 21 days of the work order dated 11 October
2024, with a deadline of 1 November 2024. However, the delivery memao
indicates that the booklets were actually delivered on 19 November 2024,
reflecting a delay of 18 days. Under Clause 2(b) of the work order, a
penalty of 0.5% per week, amounting to %1,121, should have been levied
but was not deducted by the unit. Additionally, the delivery memo lacks
the receiver’s signature.

Details of Payment are as follows:

Date of Name of Bill No. Bill Date Amount
Payment the Party
16.12.2024 | S.K. 230 19.11.2024 | 89680/-

Enterprises

As per the instructions of the then Head, Project
Implementation Unit — Agriculture, necessary corrections to
the training manual were carried out by the Consultant, Risk
Mitigation Cell, prior to final printing.

The supplier was duly informed of the corrections through
WhatsApp communications, and a review meeting was held
on 14th November 2024 to confirm the revisions. The text
was finalized on 18th November 2024 and the supplier
delivered the corrected manuals on 19th November 2024.
Supporting evidence in the form of WhatsApp
communication screenshots with the supplier is enclosed as
Annexure [,

Now, Delivery Memo has the signatures of the Receiver

It was observed that a National Open Competitive Procurement process
was followed for the supply of cotton-picking and cotton-storage bags
under the Cotton VCDS programme. However, several discrepancies were
subsequently identified. Supply order dated 11-10-2024

Item Name  of | Quantity Rate Amount
Party inclusive
GST
Picking Bags | Prakash 42000 273 11486000
Agro Plast,

Absence of Manufacturer’s Authorization Certificate: The
bid participation was mandatorily for Manufacturers.
However, to ascertain bidders manufacturing capacity the
following clause was detailed in the bid document
“The Bidder should have manufactured and sold at least
total 50000 (Fifty Thousand) units of cotton-picking bag and
cotton storage bag (either or both) of same or higher
capacity for which this bid is invited in at least one financial

x%’? dunashan ..

@

year since April 01, 2020 till last date of Bid Submission.




Malegaon,
Nashik
Storage Maa 23800 1029 24490200
Bags Bhagwati
Biotech and
Chemicals,
Wardha
1 Bidder’ details
Sr. No | Name of the Party Evaluation Remark
1 Prakash Agro Plast, Malegaon Qualified
2 Maa Bhagwati Biotech & Chemicais Qualified
3 Krishi Enterprises Disqualified
4 Om Agro Organic Disqualified
5 SSR Enferprises Disqualified

1. Absence of Manufacturer’s Authorization Certificate The bidder was
qualified based on a Chartered Accountant’s certificate indicating they
manufactured and sold simifar goods per audited financial statements.
However, a CA cannot attest to the bidder's legal status as a
manufacturer. A valid Manufacturer’s Authorization Certificate should be
obtained to substantiate manufacturer status.

2. Missing Transit Insurance Certificate As per the Contract Agreement
(GCC Clause 13.1), the supplier was required to submit insurance coverage
for transit risks before the goods arrived. However, as of 14 July 2025, no
such certificate has been submitted.

3. Technical Specification Approval Lacking Expert Guidance The
tendering authority did not consult Agriculture University or ICAR while
defining the technical specifications for the bags. This omission became
evident when the supplied cotton-picking bags were found to have GSM
values ranging from 160.3 to 172.6, below the contract-specified range of
200-250. As per the PIU’s letter dated 13 June 2025, ICAR CIRCOT
confirmed that yarn quality—which was not specified in the tender—is

Bidder must submit the certificate about the manufactured
and sold of similar goods {cotton picking bag & cotton
storage bag) from Chartered Accountant with UDIN
number.”

2. Missing Transit insurance Certificate: Since the supplier has
failed to comply with the contractual obligations, a penalty
will be levied, either during payment processing or by
deduction from the security,
applicable.

3. Technical Specification Approval Lacking Expert Guidance:

Empirical basis of the specifications used

Prior to tendering, the PIU collected and reviewed the actual
technical specifications and procurement practices used by district
units across all 12 project districts for the years 2021-22 to 2023-24.
These district-level specifications {used in previous procurements)

performance wherever

formed the primary empirical basis for drafting the tender technical
specification.

In other words, the specifications put into the present tender were
not arbitrary but reflected the field-tested specifications already
adopted by district functionaries over multiple procurement cycles.

Consultation with ICAR institutes and technical route followed
The PIU contacted ICAR—CICR for technical guidance. ICAR-CICR
advised PIU to consult ICAR-CIRCOT for further inputs. The PIU
subsequently forwarded the certificate issued by CICR to one of the
manufacturers of cotton storage bags and picking bags to CIRCOT
informally. (Copy enclosed — Annexure-f}.

The PIU also had an informal telephonic discussion with the Head

{PIV) and the Director of ICAR—CIRCOT during which CIRCOT




crucial to achieving the required GSM and recommended a 15-20%
deduction per bag. This indicates that ICAR CIRCOT did not formally
finalize the technical specifications.

4. Incomplete Conflict-of-Interest Documentation Under World Bank
procurement regulations, conflicts of interest between bidders must be
promptly disclosed and supported with verifiable evidence {e.g., emails or
postal receipts) in addition to affidavits. Although affidavits were
submitted for the Maa Bhagwati and Prakash Agro Plast case (FY 2022—
23, 86,802 units supplied), no supporting evidence such as email
exchanges or postal receipts was on record, making the declarations
insufficient,

5. Lack of Evidence for Required Sample Submission Tender documents
mandated submission of three samples each of cotton-picking and
storage bags within three working days of the technical bid opening—or
the bid would be rejected. No record or evidence of compliance with this
requirement was found.

6. Non-compliance with Sample Testing Requirements A mandatory
technical requirement stipulated that a sample test certificate—covering
all specified parameters—should be issued by a government-approved
laboratory. This requirement was ignored, allowing bidders to submit test
reports from a private lab (Superintendence Company of [ndia Pvt. Ltd,,
dated 23 September 2024), which:

* Is not NABL-accredited (no NABL stamp).

* Has a head office not authorized to test textile materials,
According to NABL accreditation standards under ISO/IEC 17025,
only labs with demonstrated technical competence for textile
testing are acceptable. Therefore, both bidders failed to meet the
technical qualification criteria but were stll qualified by the
procurement authority.

7. Incomplete Procurement Committee Signatures
The procurement notes sheet bears signatures of oniy four committee
members. The signature of the required Technical Officer s missing,
indicating non-compliance with procedural norms.

acknowledged that the CICR/CIRCOT specifications in circulation
could be used as a practical reference for field-level procurement.
These communications show the PIU sought and followed ICAR-
related technical inputs rather than ignoring them.

The specification adopted for the tender was therefore based on: (a)
repeated district practice {2021-22 to 2023-24), and {b} reference
to ICAR institution-issued specifications/certificates and informal
confirmation from CIRCOT. Hence the choice of specification had
both empirical (field) and institutional hacking.

Field performance and functional testing evidence

Laboratory analysis showed measured fabric GSM in the range of
approximately 160.2-172.6 GSM against the contract range of 200—
250 GSM. Despite the GSM deviation, field use and feadback
confirm that the bags achieved their principal function, farmers
were able to pick cotton safely and collect quality cotton; no
operational failure or significant functional deficiency was reported

from the consignees who used the bags under normal field
conditions. This demonstrates that a lower GSM in this instance did
not translate into loss of functional utility in the field, owing to
acceptable fabric construction and seam integrity.

Action Taken: The supplier has been directed to lift and remove
18,000 cotton-picking bags supplied to Akola, Ward ha, and Amravati
cansignees, entirely at his own cast and responsibility.

Based on ICAR-CIRCOT’s recommendations, a uniform deduction of
17.5% per bag has been applied at the time of payment in the
affected districts, to account for the deviation from prescribed GSM
specifications.




8. Suspicious Uniformity of Testing Lab Across Different Bidders Both
qualified bidders, though located in different regions, submitied test
reports from the same private lab in Mumbai {Superintendence Company
of India Pvt. Ltd.), raising concerns over impartiality—especially since the
lab Jacks textile testing authorization.
9. Unendorsed Technical Specifications by Agricultural or Technical
Authorities Cotton-picking and storage bag specifications were noi
finalized by Agriculture University or ICAR; instead, the tendering
authority relied on an experience letter from M/s Krushi Enterprises,
Nagpur, purportedly on behalf of ICAR—without formal approval from
ICAR.
10. Unsound Rate-Setting Methodology The per-bag rate was derived
from a Commissioner of Agriculture, Pune letter dated 3 January 2024
(Outward No. 3833}, using a weighted average from:
e District-level rate contracts over the past three years.
s  MSPCL rate contracts. However:
s District-level contracts differed in bag specifications, quantities,
and rates compared to the current tender.
e The rate comparison statement was unsigned by the
procurement committee members
e MSPCL specifications were lower and lacked size definitions.
Similarly, storage bag rate comparisons were based on district-
level contracts with non-comparable specifications. Hence, the
rate analysis methodology is inappropriate and unreliable.

« Quality analysis of the cotton-picking bags revealed GSM values in
the range of 160.2 to 170.1 G5M, as against the specified 200-250
GSM. However, despite this technical shorifall, the primary purpose
of the bags—to enable farmers to pick cottonin a clean and safe
mannar and to collect quality cotton was fully achieved. Farmers
have used the bags under actual field conditions, and no operational
difficulty or functional deficiency has been reported. Thus, whilte a
marginal technical deviation exists, it did not hinder the achievement
of the project objectives.

4. Incomplete Conflict of Interest Documentation: With
reference to the audit observation regarding incomplete
documentation, it is respectfully submitted that the concern
has been duly examined.

To examine the observed issue of potential Confiict of
Interest between M/s. Maa Bhagwati and M/s. Prakash Agro
Plast {FY 202223, 86,802 units supplied), both firms were
formally notified to provide additional clarifications
regarding their prior commercial transaction. In response,
each firm submitted duty signed written clarifications, which
have been placed on record. These documents confirm that
there existed no control, subsidy, or relationship amounting
to a conflict of interest under the provisions of the bidding
documents and World Bank procurement regulations.
Although supporting evidence such as email transimissions or
postal receipts was not enclosed at that time, the written
clarifications received directly from the parties’ form part of
the official procurement record. Accordingly, the
dedlarations stand substantiated, and the reguirement of
disclosure has been addressed.




Lack of Evidence for Required Sample Submission: The
required samples were duly received and physically
examined. Test reports submitted along with the samples
were also reviewed, and all related observations were
recorded in the Minutes of Meeting and the Technical Bid
Evaluation Report. These official documents have been
uploaded on the e-procurement portal and were accessible
to all participating bidders,

Non-compliance with Sample Testing Requirements: A
mandatory technical requirement stipulated that a sample
test certificate—covering all specified parameters—should
be issued by a government-approved lahoratory.
Procurement Committee / Authority had reviewed the test
certificates submitted by the supplier and found submitted
certificates in line with tender process requirement. For
review purpose the snapshot of lab’s official website and
issued test certificate by this lab is attached in Annexure I1.

incomplete Procurement Committee Signatures: The
signature of Technical Officer was missing due to an
inadvertent oversight and now it has been obtained to
regularize the record.

'S_uspicious Uniformity of Testing Lab Across Different

Bidders: Procurement autharities cannot restrict bidders to
use different labs or interfere with their independent
selection of testing facilities. Tender’s mandatory
requirement was submission of test certificate form
government approved lab and committee has evaluated
whether this requirement was followed by the participated
bidders in the tender.




9.

10.

Unendorsed Technical Specifications by Agricultural or

Technical Authorities: 1t is submitted that while preparing

the tender, the PIU collected and reviewed the technical

specifications already used by district units in

procurement processes across 12 districts during 2021-22

to 2023-24. These specifications were consistently

applied in previous tenders and successfully implemented

in the field, thereby establishing them as a practical and

field-tested benchmark.

In addition, PiU sought inputs from ICAR institutions.

Specifically, the Central Institute for Cotton Research

(CICR}, Nagpur was contacted, and CICR in turn guided PIU

to approach ICAR-CIRCOT, Mumbai, as the competent

authority for textile-refated matters. '
During informa! discussions with the Director, ICAR—
CIRCOT and the Head, PIU, it was confirmed that the

specifications already in use by the districts were broadly

cuitable and could be relied upon. These discussions,

though not in the form of a formal letter, provided

sufficient technical assurance to adopt the specifications.

The reference obtained via M/s Krushi Enterprises was

not treated as an exclusive authority but rather as

corroborative evidence, alongside field experience and

ICAR informal guidance.

Unsound Rate-Setting Methodology: All district-level rate
contracts were duly coltected, compiled, and reviewed by

the Commissioner's office before communicating the




methodology. Hence, the basis of rate analysis has already
been verified and endorsed at the highest competent
authority level,

Variations in specifications across districts were taken into
account; however, since the core functional utility of the
cotton-picking and storage bags remained uniform, the
weighted average method was determined to be the most
reliable and market-reflective approach.

The per-bag rate was derived through a transparent,
authorized process, reviewed and guided by the
competent authority. This ensures that the methodology
is fact-based and defensible. Therefore, the audit
observation regarding the “unreliability” of the rates is
respectfully considered not tenable,

Accordingly, clarifications have been provided, and corrective actions have been taken wherever applicable. In view of the above, it is requested that the
audit paras may kindly be considered as complied with and closed.
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WhatsApp communication screenshots with the supplier

Annexure I
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E-mail id : aurangabad.diu -smart@gmail .com
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