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Statement of Compliance / Clarifications on Internal Audit Report FY 2025-26 (Q1)

Compliance / Clarifications Submitted
pplied cotton-picking bags have GSM Field performance and functional testing evidence
values ranging from 160.3 to 172.6, which is below the contract-specified Laboratory analysis showed measured fabric GSM in the range of
range of 200-250 GSM. approximately 160.2-172.6 GSM against the contract range of 200
250 GSM. Despite the GSM deviation, field use and feedback confirm
that the bags achieved their g:niumﬁc:%o? farmers were able to
pick cotton safely and collect quality cotton; no operational failure or
significant functional deficiency was reported from the consignees
who used the bags under normal field conditions. This demonstrates
that a lower GSM in this instance did not translate into loss of
functional utility in the field, owing to acceptable fabric construction
and seam integrity.

Action Taken: The supplier has been directed to lift and remove
18,000 cotton-picking bags supplied to Akola, Wardha, and Amravati
consignees, entirely at his own cost and responsibility.

Based on ICAR-CIRCOT’s recommendations, a uniform deduction of
17.5% per bag has been applied at the time of payment in the
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verification, no record or evidence wa
complied with this requirement.

accredited—were qualified by the

It has been observed that the qualified

pyt. Ltd.).

The tender documents required the su
cotton-picking and storage bags within three working days of the technical
bid opening, failing which the bid would be rejected, however, upon

it has been observed that the head office of b
to test textile materials. As per NABL accreditation standards under ISO/IEC
17025, only laboratories with demonstrated technical competence for
textile testing are considered acceptable for procurement purposes.
Despite this requirement, both qualified bidders—whose labs were not

s found to indicate that the bidders

oth bidders is not authorized

procurement authority, indicating

noncompliance with the prescribed technical qualification criteria.

bidders have submitted test reports

from the same private lab in Mumbai (Superintendence Company of India
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bmission of three samples each of

affected districts, to account for the deviation from prescribed GSM

specifications.

« Quality analysis of the cotton-picking bags revealed GSM values in
the range of 160.2 to 170.1 GSM, as against the specified 200-250
GSM. However, despite this technical shortfall, the primary purpose
of the bags—to enable farmers 1o pick cotton in a clean and safe
manner and to collect quality cotton was fully achieved. Farmers
have used the bags under actual field conditions, and no operational
difficulty or functional deficiency has been reported. Thus, while a
marginal technical deviation exists, it did not hinder the achievement
of the project objectives.

The required samples were duly received and physically examined.
Test reports submitted along with the samples were also reviewed,
and all related observations were recorded in the Minutes of

Meeting and the Technical Bid Evaluation Report. These official

documents have been uploaded on the e-procurement portal and
were accessible to all participating bidders.

A mandatory technical requirement stipulated that a sample test
certificate—covering all specified nmqumﬂmGlm:oc_a be issued by
a mo<m33m:7mu90<ma laboratory. Procurement Committee /
Authority had reviewed the test certificates submitted by the
supplier and found submitted certificates in line with tender process
requirement.

Procurement authorities cannot restrict bidders to use different labs

or interfere with their independent selection of testing facilities.
Tender’s mandatory requirement was submission of test certificate

from government approved lab and committee has evaluated



whether this requirement was followed b

y the participated bidders
in the tender.

Accordingly, clarifications have been provided,

and corrective actions have been tak
audit paras may kindly be considered

as complied with and closed.
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